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If tears could build a stairway,

And memories a lane,
And bring you home again.

I’d walk right upto Heaven
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A.R. Sindhu

A Letter from Chitta

To

Ammalu,Nikki, Anto, Vivek, Cijo, Ammu, Susi, Abheesh, Balu,
Nidhin, Rahul, Sumesh, Anju, Amal, Alaka, Gokul, Sankaran,
Ammu, Sanku, Pappa...

and all my children whose names even I don’t know.

I am still trying to gather myself. Now I know the meaning of
the word ‘shattered’.

This is an effort to put my mind together and collect the
energy to live the rest of my life. As Minichechi said I am also
wondering ‘Was it a dream?’ Not his going, but his coming into
our lives and his very existence, a dream?

A wonderful dream that lasted for 22years and is still on..

On the night of 11 November 1991, the nurse gave into my
hands - wrapped in a piece of cloth, weighing less than two
kilograms - my dream, which I took in my heart. Or even before ,
I took him while hearing and feeling his heartbeats and kicks by
embracing pregnant Minichechi or by reading Madhuchettans

PR

letters about her morning sickness. Yes, I shared that dream with
Madhuchettan and Minichechi and all in our family. I was a part
of that dream of Madhuchettan and Minichechi. Selflessly, they
also acknowledged my special right over my little drem, my
‘Apputtu .- Chichittede Apputtu.

Together we tried to break all the traditional and conventional
norms from the very first day. | showed him the sky, just a few
minutes after he was born, through the window of the government
hospital. In a place where the husband is allowed to to meet the
wife only after 56 days of delivery, both of them, Madhuchettan
and Minichechi, were staying together after delivery -
Madhuchetan taking care of Minichechi and keeping their
treasure.

He gave me motherhood even before my first love. My love
followed. As Sabuchettan once said, till now [ was, or may be
even now, I am the luckiest person on earth.

We brought him up. I used to lie awake all night looking at
his face-how he smiles, plays, cries and sleeps. I enjoyed taking



care of that little toy, which I considered I possessed.

I enjoy and treasure, even now, every moment with my child
who came in to my life without giving me any pain but only joy.

When he was just over two years, we took him to a
‘kalajatha’- street play of Kerala Sasthra Sahitya Parishad. He
saw the entire programme calmly sitting on my shoulder. After
the programme, at home we were all discussing it, assessing each
performance, which one each of us liked. The little Apputtu
suddenly said, “Thoppamnnu ollatha enichishtaye!” (“I liked the
programme on the thream”- dream!). We where all astonished. It
was a performance based on Karivelloor Murali’s ‘Oru Dheera
swapnam” (A daring dream)- a poem about the dreams of great
patriots and revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh. Then we collected
the poem and learned it by heart.

“Thadavarkkullil thudayellu potti Thakarunna
neramennacchan Karuthi vachu kunju thalamurakkai Oru
dheera swatanthrya swapnam, Makane ninakkee swapnam,
India pularumennoru sathya swapnam.

Anuvadikkilla njan athu kattedukkuvan, Ithu njangal
makkalude swapnam, Hridayathil verulla swapnam.”

He grew up with that dream. He shared the dreams of his poet
and philosopher father and activist mother. He grew up sharing
the experiences of his chichitta. He got the support and affection
from Sabumman, Ponnumon kochachan, both ammammas and
acchachans and also Prasad kochachan.

He made me trust in humanity. He gave me the confidence to
build up human relations on the basis of honesty. The three year
old weeping as if the world ended-for his mother did not tell him
the truth that his friend was ill, so that he wouldn’t go to meet

him and get infected-unable to digest the fact his mother did not
trust him to tell the truth-gave me one of the biggest lessons of
my life-Trust people to the core so as to tell them the truth.

We played together. I bought toys for him so that I can play
with him. He gave me back my childhood. Then we dreamed of
Ammalu Viloppilly’s little girl from Pennum Puliyum. We called
her Ammalu putting our ears on Minichechi’s abdomen. Then
Madhuchettan and Minichechi gifted us with our little angel.

We played, quarrelled, dreamed together. We discussed
everything under and above the Sun. We fought all kinds of
injustices in the family, in the school and in society. We shared
everything-every thought and evens emotion.

We collected not toys, gifts or - clothes - but earth, stones and
the plants from the places where we went to. We discussed
democracy and tried practising it. Like the sky, our dreams and
love knew no limits.

He didn’t have the pettiness, selfishness and inhibitions which
I had. He grew up beyond our expectations. He brought so many
people into our family. The Chirakkadavu school, the
Panamattom school, SFI, DYFI, MCC, Madras University-, our
family grew.

He touched the lives of many.

He was selfless. He was courageous not only to face the
challenges but also to face the truth. He never hesitated to
question the hierarchy. He knew no limits in friendship. He had
no boundaries of language, nation or race.

He shared the dream of an exploitation-free world. He
dreamed and worked for collective spaces which will not limit
the creative space of the individual but enhance it.
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He was critical of any kind of sectarianism or bureaucratism.

He was political.

He was an organiser who could recognise the potential of
each, and appreciate and promote it. He never concealed his
feelings and thoughts.

He was proud of me and made me proud. He shared our spirit
to fight the patriarchy. When in 2003, I decided not to follow my
husband but to carry on with my political life in Delhi my twelve
year old son assured his chitta, “What is there to wonder? This is
the only decision my chitta can take™.

He was indispensable in my life. I dreamed of him coming to
and working in Delhi, along with me. [ had my dreams of him
helping the movement, by bringing selfless and creative
youngsters with dedication to the cause of society.

He told me, “Chitte, I fully understand now what you mean.

I cannot be anything else but what you people expect, you people
brought me up.”

For the last seventeen years I have been in Delhi. I could not
share with him his daily stories as you did. I do not know what he
means to each of you. But I know what he and all of you mean to
me.

We are all parts of that wonderful dream which he often
wrote and spoke about, a society where all individuals bloom to
his/her full creative potential, taking humanity and nature
further forward.

I want him to live within and amongst us. I want to keep his
memories alive. I want to feel him when we want. Let us recreate
him. Let us all have the feeling of achievement and happiness,
not the feeling of loss and sorrow when we think about him.

30

He was a student of social science. He was a person working
with the theatre. He was an activist.

Let us collect all his works, everything related to him.
Let us collect everybody’s memories of him within a month or
two. Let us advance his work and ours too.
We can meet once a year to start with, for one, two or three days
and celebrate ‘Abhayan’.
Let us have a ‘festival of praxis.’
Let us discuss theory, ideology, politics..
Perform-demonstrate - practise - theatre/sports/models of social
advance..
Students, intellectuals, activists, artists and common working
people together..
His family- not the biological, but the social...

MCC, Janakeeya vayanasala, the youth movement, Madras
University and friends and comrades...

I want all of you my children, to keep the dream of humanity
alive in this difficult time of ours...

Yours, Apputtu’s

Chichitta |
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Anas Bichu

In Memory of Our Beloved Abhayan M Savithri

I still remember the first time I was introduced to Abhayettan.
Some senior of mine introduced me to this guy with a beard, who
asked me to find out the meaning of ‘In hoc Signo’. It was then I
first got to know the Iron Man of Selaiyur.

Abhayettan was a everything in MCC. He was the all in all of
Selaiyur. Every moment we spent with him he passed on to us the
vibrancy in him. Every moment he patted on my shoulder I felt the
hands of a big brother. He was a philosopher at times. His leftist
ideals were always strong, and his voice always stood against
Injustice. Selaiyur was his heart. Every single time he cried out
‘Up Up Selaiyur,’ it was an inspiration for us. Selaiyur was his
home.

Even after he passed out of MCC, he came back almost every
week to his beloved MCC and Selaiyur. He stood by us in all ups
and downs. He was a big source of inspiration for us all. His word
was always trusted just because it was Abhayettan’s words. It
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wasn’t his age which commanded respect. It was he who com-
manded respect. He was a leader, and above all a loving brother.

I can’t still believe that he is no more. “Edo thaadi....we miss
you real badly man. We miss you a lot. You will always remain in
our hearts just because you are our dearest Abhayettan.” m
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Varghese Sajan

Vidarummunpe adarnnuveena poovu!

Well, I am in a state of void while penning this note. I am not
sure whether I could finish this off but I think I should not start
my note with formality, since ‘sakhavu’ never liked things to be
formal. He was a firm believer in informality. Yes Abhaya, I was
told to write a few words on you. But it seems to be quite a
difficult task to keep them down to a few words. To be honest,
you played a significant role in changing me to what I am today
and I would like to thank you on the first instance. We both
shared some interests in common and they include cricket,
cinema, politics and music. I thoroughly enjoyed the arguments
that we had during the long sessions of conversation, and
undoubtedly they laid the foundation to my knowledge bank.We
both loved Lalettan and Sourav Ganguly in the same intensity
and that could be because of the aggression that one had on the
field, and the other one portrayed through his characters. We both
had different views on politics, society and equality. You had
quite a few things to do in this society, but since you are not here,

it is our responsibility to step into your shoes and do what is
required. It is my humble request to follow his path and respect
and admire each and every human being around us.

A quick note: I was watching a movie named Left Right Left
in which they criticize Pinarayi Vijayan. I wonder how long we
would have argued on this matter and this is the prime reason
why I miss Abhayan, the comrade.

Lalsalam sakhave...!!! ®
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A tribute from MCC

A King among Men

Amongst some dwarves he ventured in,
To partake in their merry frolicking,
Their hearts and souls he conquered,
To soon become an unheralded king;

He consolidated not by physique or force,
Fighting and forgiving with equal glee,
Along with his subjects he shouted hoarse,
Uniting them all in majestic symphony;

Time flew by, his kingdom grew,

And more and more drew close.

The friendly him held court in troubled times,
And to fight back the leader arose;

A behemoth he soon became,

The envy of neighbours near,

They desired his presence, his tact, his vision,
And all that his brethren held dear;
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Capturing the hearts of those kingdoms too,
So too the love of maidens along the way,
He became an enigma, larger than life,

A trusted comrade in both work and play;

He could wax lyrical in his native tongue,
And yet condemn with probing accuracy,
His arguments he framed with rare panache,
Conjuring for us mortals many a fantasy;

With vigor and gusto, loyalties were won,
Unknowns enchanted with some magic spell,
He made us grow from dwarves to men,

And all our fights became his to quell;

Time beckoned and so did territories anew,
Doing all they could to end his reign,

But never would he abandon his beloved empire,

Never would he entertain that pain;

Today he is remembered in a thousand hearts,
Not one has been left untouched,

The king among men, the favourite son,

To whose hopes and dreams we clutched;

22 years of a magnificent life,

Spent dividing love in equal measure,
A friend, a lover, a leader, a brother,
To his family, a veritable treasure;

50

If there is a regret, then let it be said.

That his subjects knew him for only years four,
And as our tears we quietly shed,

His memories become our folklore;

In our hearts he will always stay,

Forget him we shall never,

For men may come and men may go,

But you, dearest Abhayan, will live on forever.. B
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Achuth H.

... Until the Day Comes We’re
Together Again

A limb has fallen from the family tree

I keep hearing a voice that says, “Grieve not for me.
Remember the best times, the laughter, the song
The good life I lived while I was strong.

Continue my heritage, I’'m counting on you.

Keep smiling and surely the sun will shine through.
My mind is at ease, my soul is at rest,
Remembering all, how I truly was blessed.
Continue traditions, no matter how small.

Go on with your life, don’t worry about falls;

I miss you all dearly, so keep up your chin,

Until the day comes we’re together again.” W
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A Letter from Selaiyur Hall

To our dearest Abhayettan’s family,
With eyes wet, I pen down this short letter.

Abhayan M, who was Abhayettan for all of us here in Selaiyur
Hall, can never be taken away from our memories or from our
hearts. We thank every one of you for giving us such a great brother
and a great friend.

He came into our lives two years ago, when we stepped into
Selaiyur Hall as freshers. He was not just a senior to us, but more
of a Big Brother. He taught us everything about MCC, especially
about Selaiyur Hall. He taught us to Live, Love and Win for
Selaiyur. He taught us a lot through words, but we learned more
from his actions. He inspired us. He guided us. Abhayettan to
me, was one of those rare personalities who never failed to keep
his word, whatever it may be. (I still remember his walking around
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bald after losing a silly bet with his friends.) He believed in the
philosophy of ‘give respect and take respect.” The way he
respected us, even though we were juniors to him, magnified our
respect and love towards him.

Abhayettan was a brother not just to us in Selaiyur, but to
every soul in college, be it boy or girl. He treated everyone alike.

We can never foget those nights spent with him discussing
almost every topic under the Sun. One instance we would be
talking about Jesus Christ and suddenly the subject would change
to something so unrelated like how Sachin Tendulkar has
influenced Indian Market. He could talk on any topic for hours
and every one of us sitting around him would never feel a bit
bored, how much ever long it goes on for.

His absence has created an obvious vacuum in Selaiyur, no
one else could ever fill. For us, he was one man who lived his life
for Selaiyur. We salute that great soul, the most spirited
Selaiyurian we have ever seen, our dearest brother, Abhayettan.

Moonshadow 2013 did not have the luck to be blessed by his
presence, but we believe he is there somewhere looking down on
us and everything we do, helping us whenever we stumble. We
know the fact that we can never repay him for all that he has done
for us, but as a token of our love towards him and his loved ones
we offer you a small gift, our moonshadowshirt.

I end this letter by saying what Abhayettan taught us to say,
and he never hesitated to shout, UP UP SELAIYUR.

78

With a heart full of gratitude,
Thomas N. Fenn,

Chairman,
Selaiyur Hall.

“We love you Abhayetta...” H
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Fazil N.C.

Abhayan

I remember the very first day I met you at Ponkunnam, the
late night we decided to take you along with us to your dearest
place, MCC. Since Jojan sir entertain comrades like you, he just
confirmed it with a phone call and that was the beginning of our
beautiful friendship. I will always remember all the laughter we
had along with your dearest achan and amma. We had always
pulled your legs which you secretly loved. Do you remember?
We always loved to pull your legs. We laughed at you for your
deep affinity towards your Selaiyur Hall but nonetheless it had a
purpose of bringing together. You had always wanted to be loved
by everyone. You had a brother and sister in everyone. You had
the quality of giving yourself as a whole to things you love and
you were least was bothered about yourself. But why did you
leave all of a sudden? What was the hurry? Do you have to say
something with your absence ?

Your reaction to things was always predictable, but it never
made anyone unhappy coz you always stood by truth. You had



sharp criticism even if it was your beloved friends, which I
always loved. If something was wrong, you were sharp enough to
point it out, there was no space for fear or bias.

Countless no of b wall posts after your demise made me
realize how much you influenced others with your unconditional
care and love. Your absence shouldn’t be a reason to mourn or be
hopeless about. I hope it will make people stand for the things
you always cared for. I am just sharing what our dear friend Arun
Janardanan shared on your wall:

“My dear comrade, he was a man of spirit. He was different
from many others in his batch and age. He had a crystal clear
ideology and he stood for that. Journalism student of MCC,
Abhayan preferred to do his summer internships in small town
newspapers instead of bigger ones in cities. He was political, to
the core of left, and stood for it even in casual conversations. He
was never ever confused. And was trained himself for his
ideology, as a red volunteer, may be dreaming of that democratic
revolution that is long awaited. He was not a person with big city
ambitions. He never bothered of his looks, or branded attires, as
he had much bigger things to do in his life. In conversations, he
was always inviting attention to sociology and public health

situations in India, especially the worse status of Kerala, of which

he himself became a victim finally. This is high time to look into
Kerala, a deadly state that continues to steal many such lives.
Abhayan M Savithri, you had high potentials to idealize a model
society, or may be a system itself. Wish if your original ideas
could sustain long...”

Each person has different things to share, to remember you,
for each one you were a different experience coz you knew what
people expected from you.

Hall life was altogther a different experience. I remember
your room was seldom closed, there was nothing to snatch from
it, coz nothing really belonged to you. You will be out with the
groups, you met people in person and was ever willing to listen to
them , all of them. The hall life was contributing indirectly in a
way. Sometimes when I visit you, you will be with a book far,
away from the noises, immersed completely in it. In Department,
your loyalty towards the hall was known to everyone, but our
teachers never had a complaint. Rather they would easily predict
what you are up to. I very well know how much unconditionally
your parents loved you, which you were generous enough to
share with every one you met during your very short journey. I
spoke to you a weak before a of your journey to an unknown
place. Last week, I had shared with you all special stories from
my journey- there is hardly anything which you don’t know about
me - and I had promised you to meet as soon as I am back. We
will meet... love for you always. m
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Vidyalekshmi

To My Dear Appu

BETWEEN APPU AND ME:

Appu - he is a unique person in my life. [ have known him for
the past one year only, but his affection, love and care show the
depth of our relationship. Appu played a major role in my life.
When I’m upset or have any problem in my life, he is the only
person who finds out my sorrow by just looking at my face. Appu
tells me how to handle and solve the problem, by giving me
positive advice. Appu is the only person who taught me many
things, made me understand what life is and how to handle my
happiness and my sorrows.

Many people have come across me during the ups and downs
of my life. But he was the only gentleman in my life who played
a part in my life in the first one year. But this one year has meant
so much to me.

I believe that Appu is still with me, every second, and talking
to me, encouraging me in every way. His true love makes me feel
that he is always around and he is with me only.
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I love him lots. He loves me, more than I love him. If I don’t think he is my junior. Many times and told Appu, “Why

talk to him any day, then he himself comes and talks to me. He were you born one year late? If you were born earlier, now
never shows any ego in our relationship. you would have studied with me.” I have said all these to

He is my junior, but more than that he is my brother. I have God. Whenever I pray I always tell God to be with him.
not thought of him as a junior. In my college, he was with me and 5. Love is not between couples only. Between two hearts also
guided me. various relationships can happen, but the concept is one
Memorable moment: which means ‘Love.’

1. When I was crossing the road, he held my hand and guided Train Journey....
me like a baby. He always advises me to avoid using the Many times Appu and I travelled together in train. My house
phone while walking along the road. In this age, even my is near Tambaram. It was nice to travel with him. He keeps on
parents don’t guid me as much. But as my brother, he guides talking, talking and talking...
me. I would look at him without blinking my eyes.

2. On his birthday, I forgot to send him birthday greetings. One day he accompanied me in train till Tambaram, left me
After two days, when I came to college, he asked me, “Why there and then retuned to his room. That day he came in train
didn’t you greet me on my birthday? You forgot my only because of me.
birthday, didn’t you?” I apologized to him and told him that There is no end if I tell about my Appu. But I have to stop this.
next birthday, I would be the first person to send my best Here.... all these memories come to my mind every day, especially
wishes to my Appu. But, now... I can’t wish him first or last. the memories of the days he spoke to me and the days he enjoyed

3. When I was in the last week of my college days, for three himself with me. I feel that he is always with me. But one thing I'm
days I didn’t talk to him. We had a fight. The last day of my depressed about is that I thought he would be with me throughout
college he himself came and spoke to me. Then Appu, two my life, but I didn’t think he would leave me so soon.
of my friends and I went to a hotel for lunch and enjoyed I pray to God that ‘his soul may rest in peace.’
ourselves that day. That time I felt his love, care and Love U Sooooo Much Appu
affection more. But that was the last day [ met my Appu. God Blessu
The same night he left to his native place. Miss u so much Appu

4. One day I arranged a get - together party at my home. But | With lots of LUV and Care
invited only my classmates. From the first year I didn’t Yours
invite anyone. But I invited my Appu. It was becuse I never Vidya. B
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Anthony David

Thanks for Being There, Abhay...

I am not a professional in writing an article but who would
say a NO when asked to write an article about a very young
legend, Abhayan M Savithiri.

It took 18 years to know the actual meaning of a brother and a
friend, (in quotes ‘unselfish friend’)- who lived for others
expecting nothing but only love in return. He is a person who
means a lot to many people in this world. An article, book or
usage of 1013900 words in the English dictionary won’t be
enough to describe him.

I really don’t remember how I met him but [ know I met him
in Selaiyur Hall. A guy with a lot of guts and no fear in him. “Yes
sir, there is ragging in this hall” were the words I heard for the
first time before I could see who this guy was. Everyone over
there was silent and all the people were following the voice to
find out where it came from. A hefty guy with a beard and
spectacles. These first words shook the whole seniors in the hall
because this was a sign that the show ran into trouble. He actually
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made our batch so united. He was definitely a good mind reader
and his mind games were insane and this was the quality in him
that made every single event and situation in our batch to go
smooth. I tried a lot to learn things from him which wasn’t
successful because his qualities were his own and none could buy
it from him or get a copy from him. I always asked him how he
got to know people so well and how he influenced people. He
might have only spoken to people for five minutes and they are
so sure to remember him. The influencing part is not a joke
because I have witnessed it on a train journey. Abhay was famous
and knew every single person in college and I was known
because we were together always. Abhay always loved plays,
skits, mime. In fact I acted in a mime in college because he
encouraged me in it. We won the first ‘DIONYSIA’, a theatrical
program just because of his single effort and “Ammalu, this was
a play which your team of friends had done”. His idea in the field
of art was crazy. I never know where he got his ideas from. Three
years he got the charge of skit in all the hall programs and he
made it memorable in a way that people came for our events
mainly to see the skit. Abhay and I always did the role of ladies
in the skit. He sounded like one and I had the shape.

Abhay was really good at managing events. The get -
together at my house was the best part of my life. [ used to leave
everything to Abhay and he made those days in my house
enjoyable and memorable. May 27, 2012 - our last get together in
my house with almost all our batch mates. (Sorry girls, we didn’t
mind calling u but it might be awkward.) This was not only
special to us but also to my brother. “Abhay, I this was the best
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birthday gift you gave my bro”, yes, it was his birthday. We
Mccians rocked the party with our unity. As Fawas said, “we
aren’t professional singers or dancers but just a group of friends
who get together to show our unity.” We did show our unity that
day, singing together and dancing. Forgot to tell one stuff, we
guys were planning to be a part of a band but didn’t work out.
Abhay, Nambi, Jose and myself, we named the band
“changayeezzz.” Our cover song was “venal kattu” from the
movie “Rithu”.

Abhay loved football but he played cricket better , a bowler
with very less run up but good pace and length. He played
football with us every time we played in the Hall. He played like
the Italians and Netherlands in really aggressive way. Recently |
came to know when his amma told me that I taught him to play
soccer well and spoke a lot about it. Somesh, Abhay,Fawas and
me had a hell of a time fighting when talking about football.
Somesh was all alone supporting Chelsea and the 3 Manchester
Utd fans went after him irritating, “ Somesh, don’t worry; you
had punamadam with you.” The 2012 champion’s league final,
Bayern Vs Chelsea was fun. We were at our homes watching the
match and texting each other. This was the funniest part. Bayern
scored first. Abhay texts Somesh “HEHEHEHE”. Somesh was
silent but waited for his chance. Yes, every dog has a time; later
Chelsea scores and Somesh texts back, “ HAHAHAHA”. All this
is something none can forget. Abhay and Somesh were together
when it came to Brazil and I was left alone with Spain. Tom was
a crazy African continent fan and Abhay always doubted his
genes had something to do with Ghana and Senegal.



The only time when we came together to support a team was
for ‘INDIA’, but still we had fights. Varghese, Fawas, Abhay for
Ganguly, Dravid and Sachin. “Fawas, it was rude on your part to
say Sachin is not the God of Cricket”. Oh no, Nambi was also
there among them.

Tom’s brother’s marriage was the last time we all met
together. That event was made a memorable one by our great
legend. I guess he shook the whole of Thiruvilla that day. Vivek,
you made the the night memorable.

Vivek and Abhay were really good friends, they loved each
other very differently. Whenever they saw each other they
showed their love not through hugs but fights.

I guess I am making people soooo bored.There is a lot to talk
about Abhay. Somesh, what you said is true. “Talking about him
can’t be expressed in a book, dude”.

One last confession that Abhay made to me was that he never
liked me in the beginning because I was a pet for all the seniors,
but now he really sees me as a best buddy because I had always
been with him in all his happiness and sadness.

The most memorable thing I got because of Abhay was
‘GENTLEMAN OF MCC.’

The last memorable thing I did for him was a surprise
birthday blast on his 21* birthday.

“ Abhay moneeee, I missu badly daaa...”

Thanks for being there when I was completely down;
whenever I felt I was a loser, you encouraged me.

THANX won’t be enough for all this... =
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Nikhila Sudharma

For a Dream Made Fearless...

For those of us who have known Abhayan over the last 2 — 3
years, he has donned many hats. From the ultimate Godfather
who knew his bargains and pitfalls in MCC to the intellectual
who fell in love with Sociology at Madras University, Abhayan
has had it all. The lessons learnt at home — the philosophies of
social inclusion inherited from his father coupled with the spirit
of activism and courage of his mother — made him the ‘practical
politician’ he went on to become at MCC.

Every time I think of Abhayan, I realize that he was an
intellectual with zero ambitions for the self. Not many in college
knew the intellectual inside him. Truth be told, he did not care,
whether people thought of him as a Don Corleone or anything
less. But all of them knew well his determination to create a
vision... for the Hall, for the college, for friends... And to make
them happen, no matter what it takes ...

Right from the beginning, Abhayan realized that the pro-
democratic provisions within the set up of Madras Christian
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College did not require a rebel, but needed a leader — far-
sighted enough to utilize those provisions, within the College and
Hall to create a more active student space. And so he set out to
organize the Fascists, the Narcissists and a few other good souls
among us, so that he could teach us how to dream— a selfless
dream.

At 19, Abhayan knew, the rise of student activism also meant
the rise of team members, diplomats, other leaders,
administrators and above all strong opponents. He wasn’t blinded
by the large number of loyalists, nor dismayed by the opposition
it brought.

In life, there are certain opponents who challenge us to go all
out and fight a deadly battle for our personal philosophies. In
reality, such opponents are the ones who make us stronger than
we ever knew ourselves to be. Abhayan was one such man. When
he donned the robe of an opponent, he brought out the best in
those on the other side of the game. The battles between the
opposition league in College under Philip Thomas and the in-
house league in Selaiyur Hall under Abdul Khaddar proved that
the worthier the enemy, the stronger the conviction. All of them
confronted each other, every single day until the end, holding
stronger, by the day, to what they believed to be their personal
‘right’ and ‘wrong’.

Abhayan’s charisma, on most part, lay in his ability to
mobilize the crowd and to set them moving. And on one
particular occasion, during the College Audition Fashion Show in
our final year, I remember how he walked right in front of the
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stage and silenced the crowd that was beginning to hurl wild
comments at the girls walking the ramp— all in a single wave
of his hand. I wonder how he does it. They did not listen to him
out of fear. The truth is, at one point or the other Abhayan had
managed to connect with each one of them. He was never
scared of dragging himself right in the middle of their problems
and wouldn’t rest until a solution was found. And on that
occasion during the Fashion Show in 2011, he was simply
taking out his confidence in the friendship he built and the
crowd was only returning theirs to him.

From a simple start as Hall residents to leaders who went for
the opportunities guaranteed by the constitution of Madras
Christian College, Abhayan paved for many the path to discover
their organizational skills. Starting from Fawaz Jaleel who used
to be, in his own words, ‘the self oriented NRI guy’ to the
immediate generation headed by Ali, Allen and Jithin, to the
likes of Ashwin Rajan, the current Cultural Convener and Rishi,
the current General Secretary — all were moulded in the same
space where Abhayan experimented restlessly, trying to temper
down the necessary ‘Machiavellian’ attacks with his inborn
Marxian ideals. At the end of the day, the commitment, strategy
and negotiation-skill sets, learned and applied by them as
student leaders, originated from Abhayan. From his efforts to
carefully invest in the future of student activism in such a way
that one set of leaders moulded the next, he wanted MCC to
continue for eternity to be a foster-ground to try out all logics of
student democracy.



Tony Morrison once said, “It is one thing to be granted liberty
and totally another thing to claim it.” Though Morrison may not
have been one among the numerous writers to constitute
Abhayan’s vast reading world, I always felt their philosophies
made them ideological siblings. Abhayan’s dreams correspond to
the thoughts Morrison bothered to compress. in those deceivingly
simple lines. He taught several fellow MCCians to claim the
liberal space that our College was. He taught them to see
through the layers of the College constitution and understand its
role, in creating a political hierarchy. In a way, he taught them to
claim it, and fight for it until it started to represent all that... that
is core to their existence within MCC. As long as the aspiration
for student activism continues, within the portals of MCC or in a
simple library in Ponkunnam or in any corner of the world,
Abhayan cannot be gone.
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I have accused him a hundred times, on a lighter note, of
being a ‘King Maker’ with hidden agendas. In reality, by letting
go of any ambitions for the self and by running behind a dream
made fearless, Abhayan was proving to us that he wasn’t just a
king, but The King Who Never Sought The Crown...

Enikkettavum Priyapetta Ente Sakhavinu ...

Nikki m
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Somesh S. Menon

Abhavan- A friend recollects

Four years ago, [ was a young boy in mental disarray.

A supposed Malayali, who didn’t know Malayalam.

Someone who could connect with all things not Kerala.
Someone who would receive a ‘Namaskaram’ and say a ‘Hello’
In return.

It was a difficult time. It always is, when you are considered an
outsider in a place you consider home.

I thus ventured to Chennai to pursue my higher studies, to put
behind my insular past, and experience a more cosmopolitan
future.

I entered M.C.C. I was all otted Selaiyur Hall

and I met Abhayan Madhu.

plus a hundred other Malayali brethren.

All this on the very first day.

And all I could think of was, “Oh, here we go again,”

not realizing as to how things were never quite going to be the same.



I cannot say there was something extremely striking about the
bespectacled boy I met that fateful day of June 15th 2009. There
he sat in the indoor stage, in the restless manner which would
later define him. My Malayalam was still quite brittle then. And I
was only too glad it was my parents who did most of the talking.
Two extremely dissimilar 17 year olds shook hands that
afternoon, vaguely aware that they were going to be classmates
for the next 3 years.

Fully unaware about how much more companionship lay in wait.
I cannot claim that we hit it off immediately.

I preferred the English speaking crowd - part elite-mentality, part
bumbling Malayalam. He seemed most content in his own world,
with his own home crowd.

We were the definitive ying and yang.

If he was the loud, confident, curious native, I was the reticent,
quiet and self-centered outsider.

In class, we sat in separate rows, at opposite ends, like reflections
of our personalities. Those were the initial days of college, when
friendships were being rapidly formed and just as rapidly broken,
When people were carefully treading the social waters, waiting
for a flow that was to their liking.

With him, there was the occasional ‘hi’ and ‘hello’, nothing more.
I considered him to be more of an acquaintance than a friend.
And then the meeting happaned. The meeting which was to
instigate a major change in his life. And in turn, lead to major
changes in all ours.

To make it absolutely clear now, we did not live in hostels at
MCC.

We lived in residential entities known as ‘halls’ (nomenclature we
are very particular about).

The boys had 3 residential halls situated at 3 corners of the
campus — St. Thomas’s, Bishop Heber and Selaiyur,

The girls had two- Martin and Margaret.

Based on luck, fate, destiny and the dean’s mood, a student
would be randomly allotted a Hall. It was common knowledge by
then that a student could never choose a Hall;

rather, the Hall chose the student.

Once allotted, it was time to start adjusting to a whole new
ideology, a whole new life. Think griffindor, Ravenoaw,
Slytherin, Hufflepuff. Multiply the conflict a thousand times and
imagine fierier relations between members — that was Hall life
in MCC.

Every single batch had this inter-animosity built in, almost like a
tradition.

Oh yes, tradition—

A word which sustained Hall life at MCC,

a word around which the entire Hall world revolved.

The men’s Halls were each over 7 decades old — plenty of time
for plenty of traditions.

The word itself was sacrosanct, never to be abused, never to be
misused. You either followed, and entered the Hall community
fold, or you ignored and stayed completely away. The latter
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group always did have quite a few members-

the supposed party-poopers, the spoilsports, the betrayers, the
outcasts.

And yet in the end, everyone was identified by the Hall in which
one was in. Uneasy alliances did

Have to be eventually formed within each Hall, between the
traditionalists and the anti. Because if not with fellow Hall mates,
the ones with whom you brushed, bathed, ate and lived with, then
with who?

This tense bonding was reflected, not just within each batch, but
in the relationship with the seniors too.

Like in every college in India, Even the Hall seniors at MCC
were proud reflectors of stereotypes - adrenaline - fuelled,
strapping, strong, disdainful, sometimes long-haired, mostly
bearded rebels, akin to a fiercely united pack of dogs sniffing
around to break a junior ego or two.

We, of the first year, again true to stereotype, were the usual
adrenaline - fuelled, disdainful, weak, stuttering, clean-shaven,
just out of school, divided rebels from the same bunch, akin to a
flock of disoriented birds waiting to be shot down, fiercely and
immaturely protecting what little attitude we had had the
termerity to show thus far, in a vain attempt to be brave.

The most unique thing about Hall life in MCC is that it exists

in a country where fun and freedom is generally frowned upon
and with administrators unable to distinguish between the
pardonable vagaries of youth and indiscipline, the Halls were the
most liberal places around.
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Shielded from the outside world by 300 acres of forest, to naive
youngsters like us, this was both heaven and hell, a dungeon of
freedom.
To make matters worse, traditions seemed to be that code-word,
that cover-up, that covert set of rules essentially meant for
nothing else but to legitimize ragging. In a campus where
democracy was fundamental, these were the restraints, for the
students, by the students and of the students.
You either followed and entered the Hall community fold, or you
ignored and stayed completely away. the latter group always did
have quite a few members.
Initially, Abhayan was one of them, probably the loudest of the
lot-undoubtedly the most rebellious.

kok o ok ok 3k
The meeting that night was on anti-ragging - yet another futile
annual formality,
where juniors were asked by half-bored professors whether any
of the seniors had attempted to
Rag them.
This was done in full view of the seniors, by the way. The juniors
would only have to raise their heads to see fifty different faces
glaring back at them, contorted to form fifty different scowls.

If only looks could kill.
The safest option was to keep your eyes focused on the floor.

3 years were to be spent there. Silence was more or less a
guarantee.



Anyhow only two weeks of college had passed. This meeting was
the last hurdle, and then the systematic tortures would be handed
out, the fun would begin.

A few seniors licked their lips.

The anti-ragging committee head, half-a sleep, half under the
influence of rum, kept rambling over the same point again and
again.

“Were the seniors involved in ragging? Be brave enough to step
forward and say it.”

Quite a few in the audience yawned.

And then it rang out. A resounding ‘Yes’!

Not a feeble, plea - for - help - kind - of “Yes.”

an emphatic, damn - you - all - kind - of ‘Yes’.

The drunkard was jolted awake.

Were the seniors involved in ragging? “Yes!”

Were any of you being ragged? “Yes!”

The raised hand. The shrill voice. Unforgettable embedded
memories.

Seniors stood with mouths aghast. Juniors stood with mouths
aghast. Veteran Hall staff stood with mouths aghast.

Abhayan had announced himself. Chaos ensued.

The meeting was a mere formality. Ragging never stopped after
that. Abhayan received a session that very night. But he had made
his entry, and what an entry it was!

We were young rebellious teens, proud of our Hall identities,
competing amongst ourselves as to who could endure the most

ragging. Who could impress the maximum number of seniors?
Who could be the best junior? And now we had our Judas.

The seniors had conveniently adopted the good cop, bad cop
routine. In the most extreme from. To make us as vulnerable as
possible. It irritated us to no end. It also scared us witless.
Abhayan was subjected to a very big deal of both. And gradually
he understood what Selaiyur was about, what Hall life was about,
what MCC was about.

And he eventually turned.

I wouldn’t say I played a very prominent part in the turning
process. But I was an acquaintance, and a classmate -

by default, a friend.

So I did play a minor part. And during that time, we grew closer.
Friendships of the time were amoebic, ever ready to change
shape. And ours only kept growing bigger from then on.

He was perpetually willing to be misunderstood, and happy to
clarify his stance later - a ready learner. welcome to change - his
tactic to grow closer,

I was revelling in my own sweet teenage world by then -
girlfriend, freedom, exposure, the likes.

He was a proud communist. So was she. Introductions were
made. He made some great friendships at the time within her
circle, and I shifted somewhat to the periphery,

an amused onlooker, the way I preferred it.
ko ok ok sk ok

The wide-eyed, virtuous, upholders of integrity that we were,
College and Hall politics seemed like LIKE a disturbing mirage
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to most of us at the time.

Abhayan took to it like a fish to water.

Malaya-tamil rivalries were to soon seep into our lives. We tried
in vain to stay away.

Abhayan embraced it.

Tamil soon became his second language.

We sniggered watching his clout grow, not realizing how

shamelessly we would thank him later.
* ok ok sk ok

By the time 2010 dawned, We were exrtemely good friends. I had
been to his beloved Ponkunnam by then, honored to be
acquainted with his parents and friends, all of whom he had told
us so much about. His mother took the liberty of confessing to us
as to why she had deliberately sent him to Chennai to study.
Because she was afraid - afraid of what would happen to her
elder child in the rough and tumble world of Kottayam politics -
politics he had become such an integral part of. That was his
world then and he had to be plucked out of it by force.

Little did she know that he had already begun creating another
one in Tambaram.

The Stella Maris girls had become an integral part of his life by
then. More than anything, [ was

still tickled. I was the forgotten middle ground after all. I came
to know much about them from him. And much about him from

them.
k ok ok ok 3k

He used to be an active CPI(M) activist back home.
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MCC converted him into a Selaiyur militant in less than a year.
As was his wont, he soon became the adhesive between a number
of groups and people on campus.

One could never understand then where his loyalties lay as he
flitted from one faction to the next. Only later did we learnt that
once his friendship was earned, his loyalty would forever stay.
He had the loudest, most penetrating voice. It soon came to
define him. It soon came to define Selaiyur.

‘Up Up Selaiyur’ became a battle-cry. A holler which invariably
reminded everyone in campus about Abhayan.

First year drew to a close.

He had made his friends, among the influential and the
influenced - equally at ease with both.

In this way, the platform for his own influence was set;

and a very solid platform it was to be.
* ok ok sk ok

Second year began. The naive, immature juniors of the 2009 batch
had become seniors. Metamorphosing into adrenaline-fuelled,
strapping, disdainful, bearded, mostly long-haired and rebellious
youth, akin to a pack of fiercely united dogs hungrily looking to
break a junior ego or two.

The cycle had continued.

Senior year didn’t quite turn out to be the way we expected. In
many ways, it was a disappointment. We expected a million things,
watched a lot fall apart, and struggled quite a bit to salvage whatever
we could.

Expect Abhayan to turn a period of crisis into something more useful.



A period for planning.

A period for determining how final year would turn out.

How the power would be shared.

There was groupism, yes. There was something called a hall cabinet
which added to it. 7 posts to be divided amongst 60 divided people.
Put in the simmering mallu-tamil rivalry and you got a whole boiling
cauldron of tension.

He was probably the only one who kept his cool.

And adroitly developed strategies to maintain stability in that most
unstable of environments.

Then there were the college union society elections. Politics on a
much grander and dirtier scale. Tailor-made for him it would seem.
He connived and manipulated, formed alliances and broke
partnerships, expertly monitoring all the election procedures step
by step, always ahead of the game.

He was never afraid to break hearts. Nor was he afraid to have his
own broken. He knew he had the will and the skill to patch both.
He won many new enemies, but many more new friends.

There were those who despised him openly, and also discreetly.
None could however deny the grudging admiration and respect
he provoked in them.

Abhayan chose his senior friends carefully, his batch friends
candidly, and his junior friends carelessly.

For many of the juniors, he was mentor, guide, leader and idol,
almost a god, from Judas to Jesus.

They were his ready devotees-

devotees of the king-maker, in his own words, the thalaivar.

The ambitious ones shamelessly pursued posts to demand
veneration.

Abhayan effortlessly commanded it -
* ok ok sk sk

Motivator par excellence, debater without competition, armed
with a sharp tongue and a sharper brain, a source of much
consternation.

And envy.

He could hold his audiences in rapt attention, make them sway
willingly to his tunes and follow him to the ends of the world.
He was the perennial mischef maker. And an exceptional peace -
broker.

We all did things which we weren’t very proud of in those 3
years. Abhayan probably had his own list. But that would seem
minuscule in comparison to the list of things he did which he
could be proud of.

His happiness was our happiness, our sorrow his.

If the Mahabharata analogy can be used here, he was
undisputedly our Krishna.

A self-avowed agnostic, he wasn’t ever averse to partaking of his
friends’ religious beliefs.

Expert theatre artiste that he was, he described with unabashed
glee each and every single occurrence on campus, magnified and
analyzed every single rumor and brazenly interrogated close
friends without qualms. He basically made gossiping a virtue.
He was the perpetual life of the party, and yet desperate for
attention,
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emotional and logical at the same time.
He could scheme his way out of anything,
except where he had fully forsaken his heart - and that included
love.
After a futile two-year Stella pursuit, he accepted defeat with
grace, and unashamedly shifted his gaze to MCC’s green
pastures. Mind you there were quite a few trysts even between
these two.
He had that beguiling charm about him.
Girls could see him as a brother one moment. and a lover the
next. They enjoyed his company, he understood theirs.
The quintessential male feminist.
Malayalees became synonymous with Abhayan. and Abhayan
with Malayalees.
Both became synonymous with trouble, and were proud of it.
The comrade and his people complemented each other perfectly,
like hands in gloves.

* ok ok sk ok
He never did attempt to hide much. Butwhat he did, he did
well. Always the man with the plan, the spectacles long disposed
with. The beard and the orange lungi soon to become a
trademark. An unparalleled scholar. In praise and abusealike.
The creator of nicknames, right from Kundi to Kindi to Athi to
Gymman.
His many escapades as also his description of them made people
wish they too could lead such a life.
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Moonshadow, Deepwoods, Galarompics, Dionysia, Sports Day,
Games Fury, Christmas, SHOBA and a whole lot of other
successes were achieved. Teamwork was responsible. A team
forged and led on most occasions by one man.

He was our greatest strength, the one you would want beside you
in every challenge.

He was not the kind you could depend upon to pay your bail. He
would be the one sitting beside you in jail.

There wasn’t anything he was afraid to spout out, not many
emotions he was willing to hide. Love and anger were distributed
in equal measure.

Behind that loud exterior and flamboyant demeanor was a keenly
analytical mind supplemented with a formidable intellect.

A bookworm and a movie buff alike.

In every activity, he had his own chosen partners in crime.

He could discuss love and lust in the same vein.

If there was anything worth learning, he would. English was
conquered that way.

The journalism degree was earned more due to charm and his
holding a typical sway over the faculty than due to any actual
merit. They adored him as much as we did. He was the only one
who could provoke abuse from the most cultured of our

professors in the most good-hearted way. And what fun it was.
k ok ok sk sk

A sort of magic hung those were the days in the air.
The magic of youth.



The magic of adventure.
The magic of Abhayan,
We lived those days as if we were part of our vewry own song -
part of our own ‘summer of 69’

* ok ok ok 3k
I am not very good at eulogies. And just to clarify, this wasn’t
meant to be one.
These are just mere words, a shallow awakening of nostalgia,
a humble attempt to portray a person whom it isn’t fully possible
to portray.
I was with him for only 3 years, and 1 do not know whether to
acknowledge what a deeply cherished amount of time it was. Or
To be forlorn thinking as to how there could have been so much
more. I guess he would want me to choose the former.
There are stories I haven’t shared, about the many celebrations
and the fights, the many people |
Haven’t mentioned who were involved in all of them, because
whatever I attempt to reveal would only serve as ordinary
footnotes in an extraordinary story.
Years from now, when I look back, may be I will realize how

fortunate I was to grow into a man at Selaiyur, with this particular

boy alongside me for company.

I couldn’t make it to the funeral. That will remain an eternal
regret. But I do know that hundreds of MCCians, those of whom
I know and don’t know, made the journey to be there with him
one last time, to partake of his presence on one final occasion.
Because he meant so much to all of us,

because he will continue to mean so much to all of us.

I am sure our grief is nothing compared to how much his parents,
his sister and his closest relatives, about all of whom he spoke in
the most glowing terms, must have gone through.

27th May 2013, however, saw a little bit of sunshine and color
disappear from all of our lives, wherever we were.

He was our Abhay, our Appu, our Savs.

our heavenly, our B-Block Captain, our Iron Man.

A friend, brother, comrade and son.

A true Selaiyurian.

Our Abhayan.

Cheers to you aliya, wherever you are.

Until we meet again... m
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The Lone Wolf...
by Nissy Sara George (Notes) on Wednesday, May 29, 2013 at 2:45pm

Every wolf pack has what we would call a leader, an Alpha Male; who is often accompanied by his
mate, the Alpha Female. It is a fact that the Alpha male mates only once in his lifetime; so for a wolf
there is only one true love. But still, the Alpha Male has no shortage of enemies. It is also a fact that
when the time comes the Alpha Male leaves the pack to lead a solitary life of his own; hence his
name: the Lone Wolf. This pack is later led by his successive alpha male or alpha female. Legend has
it that the spirit of the Alpha Male returns to his pack, to ensure they are safe.

On the 27th of May, yet another Alpha Male left the SELAIYUR pack. No one saw him leave, there
were no paw prints. His young yelped and writhed in pain at his disappearance.... they never got to
say their goodbyes. His mate however, his ethereal beauty, Selaiyur, didn’t shed even a single tear.
She knew it was time... she saw it coming... after all she understands her males better than anyone
else.

Abhayan M Savithri was a great leader, son, brother and friend. A straight-minded person, there were
no shortcuts to his heart! Inside the campus of Madras Christian College, he was the brother who
always showed up in front of me with his wide smile and his grizzly beard; knowing full well how much

_
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i missed my own brother. He told me stories of days long past, of my brother and of their life together with
Selaiyur. He added that extra pinch of colour to my first year. Standing covered in between him and my brother...
i felt untouchable!!

Like most of you, | was blinded by the posts on facebook about his demise. Miles away from Abhayan achachan,
I had no choice but to believe what | read. | was sad, for not being able to see him.

And when | closed my eyes and saw him, he was still smiling his brilliant grin... and he told me his little secret,
“The Woods are lovely, dark and deep.

But | have promises to keep

And Miles to go before | sleep,

Miles to go before | sleep.”

It's true that Selaiyur has lost her wolf but, he hasn’t left us. He has only moved onto a greater form of existence.
Another world awaits him, that has greater need of his big heart, open smile and beautiful soul.

And basically, like my brother says, “What'’s there in a simple goodbye?? This seperation is only temporary.”
Till We Meet Again...

A beautiful Morning - Whenf beheld a majestic Wolfs call
by Nidhin George (Notes’) on Monday, June 3, 2013 at 11:42pm

_
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4.00AM on the morning of May 27th 2013, i set out on a trip to Tumkur fort, nearly a 100 kilometeres away with
two other passionate bikers, we never did complete the trip, rode only three quarters of the way and returned.

But what i saw along the way will continue to remain with me forever, it was an awe-inspiring sight, majestic and
beautiful to behold. What i saw (though at the time i had no idea what was happening parallelly) would later
come to hold much more deeper and dearer significance.

The event that unfolded through the later half of the day would keep me going back to that lonely roadside, that
curved and twisted gracefully through the beautiful and lush country side; where i stood beside my bike and
stared up at the hill which held that very majestic sight i am about to describe.

That beautiful morning, we stopped near the base of a lush and breathtaking hfll. The beauty of the place
seduced us to halt and take some few pictures, and even climb the rocks. | killed the engine and got off the bike,
just as i was removing my helmet i looked up at the hill in the process and there it was.... a rock structure
protruding from the hill, and it resembled a lone wolf howling up into the sky. The very sight of it... and the first
thing that came to my mind was moonshadow! Almost instantly i was back in selaiyur hall, and the sight of
sweaty juniors running to get work done, the echoing shouts of “up up SELAIYUR !” but centered around all this
commotion was my fellow selaiyurian - Abhayan. | dont know why, but for a reason, whenever i remember
anything about my batch and our accomplishment, the hall, college and hall life there is always Abhayan
centered there... somewhere. For some reason, i feel that he was always the cause for everything that happened
in the hall, maybe even college. He made an impact wherever he went and boy oh boy, those were no small
impacts i tell you |

Upon feeling that impact myself, i wanted to pick out my phone and wake the guy up, but then again i feared
having to listen to his swearing eariy morning for having woken him up so early, and so in a move that i would
regret deepely later, i decided otherwise and continued further on. a few kilometeres further on we spotted a still
lake and stopped our bikes and sat down near the lake to enjoy the cool breeze and the cloudy morning sky. (we
were hoping for a spectacular sunrise, as the place is famous for that, but there was no sun), the lake was
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unusually still and calm; and except for the ripples that we made in the pond there was no movement, just a
lone crane that stood in the middle of the lake, we decided to turn back home.

As i drove back, something kept my eyes glued to the hills, trying to spot that piece of rock again. But alas! |
couldnt find it on my way back. That afternoon when | reached back home and after a quick nap was when i get
a phone call with the grave news, that my selaiyurian brother passed away, you might be wondering why i didnt
say’ my dear friend’ and instead chose to say’ my selaiyurian brother’? It is simply because i dont consider
myself worthy enough. But 1 can say my selaiyurian brother because that is a privilege which initiation gave
me.

if you wonder why i'm going head over heels over a piece of rock, you should have been there to behold that
sight.

Here take a look at the photo

A lone Wolf’s call

_
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and | can assure you that this photo isn’t even doing half the justice to the beauty of the sight that | saw.

If only | had listened to my heart and gone ahead and called him that morning.... maybe....

Nidhin George

Abhayan and | planned this together.
Dear People, here is a story, one of courage, dedication, perseverance, success and hard-work.
A story with 75 years of legacy. A story with a rewarding future. Read on.....

2011 has been one hell of a year, especially for SELAIYUR HALL.
She has made her mark and now stands as an icon of EXCELLENCE on campus.

March 24/2011: Edwin Thomas wins Best Gentleman of MCC award.
Seiaiyur Hall has given 2 of its members to the CDS Mr. Jijo Pappachan our Academics convenor
and Mr. Fawaz Jaleel. our L&D convenor.

And also has 3 Selaiyurians representing their respective depts.
Mr.Arun Kumar. Social Work

Mr.Venkatesh Naveen. Physics

Mr.Anand Kumar, Mathematics

Mr.Jacob Timothy, our C-Block Capt is the new Choir Secretary for the MCC choir and has been bringing
accolades to both the college and the hall, (wonderful Christmas Carol show there on 16th buddy)

Selaiyur Hall wins College Auditions 2011 ‘Overall Shield' and made her presence felt in both cultural and L&D

events.

And not to forget the dashing show the guys had put up at the Fashion Show, because of which
Selaiyur Hall is now the official college fashion show team thanks to our very own mighty




selaiyurian Mr. Lara Zeli.

(or shall we say Laraaa !!)

Best Model: Mr. Alvin George

4 of the top 5 models from Selaiyur hall !!

Previous year Best fresher’'s Male Model: Mr. Alvin George
Previous Year Best Model. Mr.Nithin (B.Com SFS)

Our ever-green ‘ladies heart-throb’ Jose Fredric, single handedly took over the music category.
She bagged the GALAROMPICS SHIELD !! Credits to Mr.Dhana Sekar

Under the capable guidance of our Outdoor Games Secretary. Mr. A S Dhanasekar, She conducted a successful
Inter-Hall Football De Battala !! Where we won the runners-up !!

Up next MOONSHADOW; saw the whole campus coming together at Selaiyur Hall and we gave them what we
promised, a GOOD TIME. Sorry!! No medals here, the hosting Hall didn’t participate.

Games Fury under the leadership of our indoor games secretary Mr.Mohammed lhsan Ali Kuyyalil, more
popularly known as Ali, saw us BAG another shield !!

Selaiyur Hall’'s Alumni meet known as SHOBA saw Selaiyur Hall welcome back her son’s for a day of fun and
splendor!’. 10th December also saw the Inauguration of Selaiyur Hairs very own Football Court. Another
initiative of our outdoor Games Secretary !!

It was inaugurated by a very senior members of MCC family, Dr.B M Arthur, former warden of Selaiyur, who has
completed 50+ years of teaching career at MCC. The show was kicked of by Mr.Selvaraghavan, former HOD of
the economics dept also a very SPIRITED SELAIYUR !! Then we had an awesome friendly match b/w the
former Selaiyurians and the current ones. Though at the end of the match it didn’t seem very friendly to the
current Selaiyurians!!

_/
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Other activities include Parnnasus, an inter-hall discussion club, that hold quality topics for debate and
discussion. Our L&D Secretary Mr.Rohit Vijayan did a fabulous job here.

KAMBAN MANDRAM, the Tamil mandram of our Hall made its presence felt in the college thanks to
Mr.Venkatesh & Mr.Naveen, the chairman and General secretary of the Mandram.

Our Torchman, Mr.@Karthik Nambirajan, more popularly known as Nammbbi, took tremendous efforts to bring
movie lovers under the club Reelity Bites and has successfuly completed one semester of movie screening.

A slight deviation is required to mention that our resident Mr. Bivin Peter is the captain of Tamil Nadu B-Zone
table tennis team !!

Mr. Sujin babu a member of the College news letter’s Editorial Board.

Mr. Ligin Alias, a wonderful Photoshop Pro, has been the brain behind much of the posters and banners floating
around on Campus.

Even outside the campus we’ve made our presence felt, Mr.Appu Kamal joined JNU \\ To give company to a
previous member from Selaiyur hall Mr. Mark Gideon. (He was Selaiyur’'s L&D Sec in my 1st year)

Placement Time !!

May-June 2011 saw two cabinet members of Selaiyur Hall join Goldman Sachs, Bangalore as intems.
Mr.Cherian Handley lvan Joined Goldman Sachs as an Employee and Mr. Shantanu Dev Chatterjee Joined
Google as an Employee. Mr.Rishi Sivakumar is now assistant camera-man to renowned Mr.P Sukumar.

December 2011 saw Selaiyur’s Gen.Sec also join the GS gang as an employee,along with the L&D and L&R
secretaries of Selaiyur Hall. And Mr. Asif Rahman, the Malabar afian of our hall was recruited to Tata
Consultancy Service.

For the internship Program of the 9 selected from the 2nd years, only 3 were boys (sad story guys, what
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happened) but then the entire male population were from SELAIYUR HALL !!
Gr8 going guys !!

Now comes 2012, and even greater things are destined for SELAIYUR HALL, we invite you all to be witness to
what is to yet tounfold !!

VIVA LA SELAIYURI!!

Arun Janardhananposted toAbhayan M Savithri

Sunday

My dear comrade, he was a man of spirit. He was different from many others in his batch and age. He had a
crystal clear ideology and he stood for that. Journalism student of MCC, Abhayan preferred to do his summer
internships in small town newspapers instead of bigger ones in cities. He was political, to the core of left, and
stood for it even in casual conversations. He was never ever confused. And was trained himself for his ideology,
as a red volunteer, may be dreaming that democratic revolution that is long awaited. He was not a person with
big city ambitions. He never bothered of his look, or branded attires, as he had much bigger things to do in his
life. In conversations, he was always inviting attention to sociology and public health situations in India,
especially the worse status of Kerala, of which he himself became a victim finally. This is high time to look into
Kerala, a deadly state that continues to steal many such lives. Abhayan M Savithri, you had high potentials to
idealise a model society, or may be a system itself. Wish if your original ideas could sustain long.

Philip Thomasposted to Abhayan M Savithri

May 30

still find it difficult that u r not there with us any more ... u know that u will live in our memories for along time... u
always said to me “eda nine oke orkaan ninte per ninte hall historyil kaanum ente’kaaryamo” | repeat for those
who hav known u were more than a brother and no matter u Il remain so forever and thats greater than havingb
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name scribed anywhere”., a lot of ppl owe u for wat they were in colg and wat they are as a person ..they say u
and i had problems with each other.. hell yeah ..but we know how to deal with it ..u personified ur name
ABHAYAN and u r still an inspiration to me n for all those who knw u .thanks for the memories and all those
things you did which made me stronger...

Rohini Hariharan

May 30

We became close after a long while.but you are the one who identified what i am, not the rohini others see....you
always consider me equal to you,not as a junior, say i am like you, the way i think and do things...you say i am
jealous of your brother.for having a sis like you...you said you wanted me to achieve my dream than any, and
helped me a tot...you never wanted me to call you “CHETAN”", you said call me “da”...when i am down you always
use to tell me your story and say we both have same experience in MCC...you use to love us despite the fact that
we are from other hall, you told us whats DW, n MCC all about ..you gifted me a good friend whom i wouldnt
have come across if you are not there,...

J have no words to express., you say i am not emotional, but finally you made me emotional...

ABOVE ALL | WAS GIVEN THE PRIVILEGDE(the only giriVTO TRIP ON YOU IN MY FIRST YEAR..! cherish all
those...@Abhavan M Savithri | miss you...!!MM.__.

Joanne Rachel Joe Edi, he cald u the kingmaker of margaret.

its true.. He realised what u really are than us...

He gave us tht special push nd dared us to do things...

nammate cheythe elaam udaypinte purayil iyale undayirunu. Y did u go etta? Pis cm bk soon..

Kurian Johnposted toAbhayan M Savithri

May 29




™

abhayettaa.....u taught me what selaiyur is.... u led me in my first year being my block captain... u

used to help all of us a lot, in all aspects...

u tld me ,” eda chetha, shout fr ur hall, till ur throat gets sore., if something happens to u, il take u to hospital”., u
were there to take care of me whn i met wth a small accident in my first yr.. u gav ur 100% fr ur hall, fr mcc... u
taught me,,, once a selaiyurian, is always a selaiyurian.... u always considerd me one among ur fav juniors, n i
am always happy fr it...

abhayettaaa... i knw i made u sad on that day.... im really really sorry fr that chetta... i jst hav this to tell u.... i just
love u... really really love u... n i knw u r gonna be ther with us always.... trust us, we will make it happen, what u
wanted from us... \a\ salaam...!!!

Fawaz Jaleel

May 29

| don’t know if | am still back to my normal self.
You inspired me to be an optimist, now that you re not there I ve killed that side of mine
| was a show-off, NRI brute with full of attitude. You changed me . The one’s closes to us will vouch for that.

Whenever | behaved like a kid, you scolded me. Then there were my immature decisions that you corrected for
me. There was a time when we never spoke due to some issues, but you supported me and waited for me to
realize .

There were times when we sat and spoke throughout the night about various things. | was more like a younger
brother to you, though we were classmates.

We spoke about our friend Anthony David, who unlike all of us acted from his heart. Our Karthik Nambirajan who
could just be most attached guy, our Somesh Menon whose intelligence you always praised, our Varghese Saian

_/
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whose simplicity you admired, our @Ashwin Kurien, who always supported us for everything , our Nishanth
Thomas who would do anything for friends, our Ghost House gang who always stood by us even when we were
held up with hall work. You connected all of us. Philip Thomas- He has always respected you despite all the
differences and used to praise you , sadly only few of us knew. Nikhila Sudharma Ajeer, who was a wonderful
friend anybody could have. You kept praising all our juniors (not just selaiyurians , even the other hall residents
who were dedicated and spirited -1 am not taking names). about tht crazy Sooraj Sv.a seHess human -being and
Jithin Punamadam - whom you admired a lot. @Jose Frederic- a man whose commitment we all admired, you
have made fun but deep inside you celebrated all his successes. Then your beloved seniors and batchmates.

I am sony, | am ranting ! | still can’t accept this fact and have never cried soo much You kept saying that
Bangalore was taking aw9y all your loved ones.

THERE WERE ALOT OF PEOPLE WHOM YOU LOVED AND RESPECTED DESPITE ALL THE DIFFERENCES

They say “Never make promises when you are hurt”. But | promise you , You had a dream (the one™ closes to
you will know) “WE’ LL WORK HARD AND SOMEDAY IT WILL BECOME A REALITY”

IMSS YOU MY DEAREST BROTHER
THE OPTIMIST IN ME IS DEAD
HALF OF ME IS JUST DEAD.

Arvind Venuqgopafposted toAbhayan M Savithri

May 29 near Bangalore. Karnataka

You Witt always be missed and a part of you will always live in me. You were one of the main reasons for me to
even think about a career in music. To all the good times we’ve had together. Remembering and cherishing
every minute I've spent with you

_




Hay your soul rest in peace |

Nikhila Sudharma Ajeer
Thursday near Kannur (Cannanore), Kerala

We weren'’t grieving a loss. It was... celebration of a life, lived, out loud ,in a mere 22 years..you could have been
his friend, foe or admirer but there’s no denying the fact that our lives have been touched, strengthened, uplifted
either fighting.following, loving or challenging or imitating Abhayan M Savithri. Don’t worry, beneath all the anger
and arguments there was love and there is love still left to be celebrated. Whoever preceded .succeded or
better... was fortunate to be in MCC 2009-2012 have been part of a revolution...started out of nothing but the gut
instincts of a first year boy who decided that however different we are from each other, there was power in
staying together, challenging something or fating the challenge with all your heart . If he had thrown you a
challenge, trust me he has also respected the fact that you were an opponent worth fighting and loved you in that
spirit. Remember that Abhayan wouldn’t give up untill the last account was settled, the last fight negotiated to
peace and untill everyone of us has had our stomach full to a meal well meant.To every problem, Abhayan has
always had a solution.And now its up to us to stay calm, smile, figure out and do the things that he wouk) have
most wanted.Ever forward.walking to the love that he was never scared to give away. Dont worry. Stay calm

Anas Bichu Kp
Thursday

Abhayetta....will be missing u forever....even now | just cant digest the fact that you are no more.... How can
someone forget u and ur Up Up Selaiyur Hall H Even after your graduation you stayed along with us....giving us
all the support and | personally am so much indebted to u.....Each and every moment we live in MCC everywhere
there are your memories.

_
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Abhayan M Savithri You will be remembered and loved forever for the person you were...You will always be a
great inspiration for us in all ways....

You were the most spirited WICCian I've ever seen......and you will be...because | am sure that none can ever
match your personality....We will Love You.....We will miss you.....We will always remember you......

Laal Salaam my dearest Young Revolutionary....... Sakhaave....marakillorikkalum njagal.....

VIVA LA SELAIYUR...Up Up MCC.........
— with Abhayan M Savithri and Selaiyur Hall at Selaiyur Hall, Madras Christian College.

Jothy Jose
Wednesday

FB reaBy shows how much u i missedfi hw gud n cloz u wer to all... witout any hard feelings, u saw al as one.,
hats off to u dear... u wr a bro to many n also a frnd to d whole world... FB is cmpttty filled wit pics of urs... u wer
luvd n alwz wil b luvd 4 who u wr... Abhayan M Savithri

Anjali B Nair

Wednesday

Get back this instance Abhayan pis.....
Ashiq Mccposted ioAbhayan M Savithri
Wednesday

abhaya really | miss u a lot....v use to share everything..but nw i donno wat to do..miss u da mone.... R.I.P

_



Rest in Peace Abhayan M Savithri
ore comments

Fawaz Jaleel i Pm’d u Nikhila Sudharma Ajeer
Thursday at 11:00am -« Like

Philip Thomas almnst all mccians in our times knw the differences abhayan ni had .. true it was intense ..but
both of us knew to take it in the right sense n spirit ..and many forgt that i hav abhayan and me hav shared lot of
nice happy moments togethr... abhayan f...See More Thursday at 6:32pm ° Like- 10

Jithin Punamadam he was the backbone of our batch... evry tym wen der was a problm btwn anyone, he was der
to interfere n solve it... he alwys tried keepin evryone close to each other... one of the most respected
Selaiyurian n MCCian of all tyms... i was happy dat i c... See More Yesterday at 6:53am ¢ Like ¢ 1

Karthik Nambirajan He could never be an ex selaiyurian!! Yesterday at 6.56am via mobile ¢ Like 4

Daniel Sebastian

Wednesday

Abhayan M Savithri .. AMMAYKU KANNUNEER MAATHRAM KODUTHAVAN NANMAYKU KANNUM KARUTHUM
KODUTHAVAN......eni epalada 31a....hmmm....sathyam miss u daa....lalsalam...

Minu Mary A bra ham posted toAbhayan M Savithri

Wednesday
You told us that you ain’t gonna come to MCC anymore. The reason you gave us was that nobody would want

want you after we graduate. We proved that wrong. The whole MCC was at your home yesterday to see you one
last time. .

_/
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Nidish Koshy

Wednesday
This was my last pic in MCC with you my brother, An epic fail pose by me for which you are giving a priceless
reaction ! Abhayan M Savithri Miss you da mone ! Miss you loads ! — with Abhayan M Savithri and Aravind Babu

at Madras Christian College.

T

Rohit Vijayanposted toAbhayan M Savithri

Wednesday via mobile

As a friend and a man, you have always given me more than what | could get.

Selfless, Relentless, Spirited and Sympathetic.

The three years we shared together in Selaiyur and MCC was one of the greatest and best times in my life which
will always be cherished and never forgotten. B

_
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